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A Study on the Star-map of Prajvalonisa Vjrabhairava Padvinasa-
sri-dharani Printed in A. D. 972 Recently Found in Japan with
a Discussion on the Spread of Zodiac in the Song-Liao Tangut Area

WEI Bing
( Department of History , Sichuan University ,Chengdu 610064 ,China)

Abstract In the Tang and Song dynasties, the belief of Tejaprobaha Buddha related with the
Esoteric Buddhism had been very prevalent. People printed many pictures and incantations of Teja-
probaha Buddha to exclude the negative influence from the start. The star-map of the Prajvalonisa
Vjrabhairava Padvinasa-sri-dharani printed in A. D. 972 and found in the Sangzhifang temple of Ja-
pan, in which twenty-eight hsiu and zodiac are completely painted and matched,is earlier than the fa-
mous star-map of Liao dynasty tomb of A.D. 1116 at Xuanhua for nearly 150 years. Compared with
the star-maps found in Dunhuang and Heishui, it is an important evidence of zodiac being under the
influence of China and interaction between Chinese star-map and Western star-map. It inherited the
star-map of Tang dynasty manuscripts and connected with the star-map of Liao dynasty tomb of Xuan-
hua.

Key words Prajvalonisa Vjrabhairava Padvinasa-sri-dharani, star-map, zodiac, twenty-eight
hsiu
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