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THE FIRST CALENDAR OF TAIYI METHOD

Qu Anijing
(Department of Mathematics, Northwest University, Xian, 710069, China)

ABSTRACT According to a few historical materials in a book of the Tang dynasty, a
calendar, named the Jiayin taiyi li (FFE{KZJj7) , is found. It may be the first calendar of taiyi
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method CKZAR%L) . Because its fundamental constants and epoch of month and year is the same
with Yin li (f&)J;) , the arrangement of gi (*<) and new moon of Jiayin taiyi li must be the same
with Yin li. The Jiayin taiyi li was compiled around 400BC, at least it appeared before 128BC. The
superior epoch of this calendar contents three big cycles which are 4560 years for the cycle of year
and month, 4320 years for the cycle of dayou taiyi (K¥f A Z) and 225 years for the cycle of
wufu taiyi (FLAEAZ) . The last two cycles were never contented in a calendar of government. It
shows us that the calendar used in the taiyi method is different from the calendar issued by
government. Because the selection method of its superior epoch in the taiyi li is the traditional
method of ancient Chinese mathematical astronomy, the calendar of taiyi is an important branch of
history of Chinese calendrics, which has been neglected by historian for many years.

Key words taiyi method, calendar, yin li, The taiyi jinjing shijing.
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